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A new report says nearly a million Indiana workers lack the education needed to become
gainfully employed or to move into better paying jobs but have little financial aid available
to obtain the skills they need.

The report by the Indiana Institute for Working Families said most state financial aid
programs are designed for traditional students ages 18 to 24, leaving low-income adult
workers unable to afford more schooling or training.

Since 2000, Indiana has lost about 200,000 high-paying manufacturing jobs for which little
advance training was needed, and those jobs have been replaced by lower-paying
positions in the service sector, the report said.

"As a result, we have more and more families struggling to maintain economic self-
sufficiency," lead author Sarah Downing said in an interview Monday.

The report said more than a high school diploma is needed for 37 of the "Hoosier Hot 50
Jobs" -- high-wage occupations the Indiana Department of Workforce Development
predicts will have the largest growth in the state by 2016.

"Further education is necessary," whether it be a certificate program requiring one or two
years of training, an associate degree or more, Downing said.

Most of Indiana's state student financial aid programs target low-income traditional
students up to age 24 who are still supported by their parents, she said.

"However, Indiana dedicates only a miniscule amount of its financial aid dollars (2.23
percent) directly to the needs of working adult students," the report said.

Claudia Braman, executive director of the State Student Assistance Commission of
Indiana, said some of the data the commission provided for the report was misinterpreted.

However, most of the aid the commission distributes -- about $250 million annually -- is for
full-time students, she said, agreeing it should offer more help to part-time students.

"The need for higher education is greater than it was several years ago," Braman said.

Gina DelSanto, senior deputy commissioner of the Indiana Department of Workforce
Development, said the state receives $50 million annually to help workers raise their level
of skills and education, but sometimes not all  of the money is used.

Workforce Development and the Indiana Commission for Higher Education announced last
week that the state had received $31 million in federal stimulus funding to award up to
$3,000 per year, or $6,000 over two years, for tuition, books and fees for an associate
degree or vocational training program. Part-time students are eligible.

Downing said the program appropriately targets displaced workers and students from low-
income families, but she noted it is a one-time deal because it uses stimulus funds.

"It  does take a step toward overcoming the affordability barrier," Downing said.

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 

 «  Return to previous page
 »  Send to a friend

Search WIBC.com: 

Search

Lilly Heir Ruth Lilly Dead, Age 94

Online List to Show Tax Delinquent Businesses

Officer Found Dead Inside Squad Car

Fort Wayne Fireworks Store Destroyed by Fire

Police Suspect Foul Play in Geist Man's Death

DNA Tests Confirm ID of Body Found in Creek

Man Pleads Not Guilty in Stabbing of IU Professor

Governor Hopeful Budget Stays Intact in 2010

Fewer Deaths on Indiana Roads in 2009

Probation Ordered For Home-Schooling Indiana
Mothers

State Service Agencies Predict Steady Need in 2010

DNA Tests Confirm ID of Body Found in Creek

Worker Dies After Fall into NE Ind. Grain Silo

Hoosier Company Developing Software to Help the
Blind

Burglars Steal Large Safe From Southern Indiana
Church

Colts' Owner Backs Decision to Pull Starters

Grizzlies Hand Pacers 8th Straight Loss

Colts Backup QB Painter Faces New Kind of Pressure

Presented by

Indianapolis, IN
Fog 
35°F 
MORE→

 

INDIANA NEWS NATIONAL NEWS SHOWS WIBC AUDIO/VIDEO COMMUNITY WEEKEND FEATURES

http://www.wibc.com/
javascript:history.go(-1);
http://www.wibc.com/news/TellAFriend.aspx?ID=1121691
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1180174
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1180193
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1180186
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1180078
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1180079
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1180076
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1180075
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1179991
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1179990
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1179992
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1179803
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1179993
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1179802
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1179806
http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1179693
http://www.wibc.com/sports/Story.aspx?ID=1180084
http://www.wibc.com/sports/Story.aspx?ID=1180083
http://www.wibc.com/sports/Story.aspx?ID=1180081
http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://feeds2.feedburner.com/wibcnews
http://fusion.google.com/add?feedurl=http://feeds2.feedburner.com/wibcnews
http://twitter.com/93wibc
http://www.fox59.com/weather/closings/
http://www.wibc.com/listen/
http://www.wibc.com/client/asd.aspx
http://www.wibc.com/Weather/Index.aspx
http://www.wibc.com/Weather/Index.aspx
http://www.shepherdcommunity.org/


12/31/09 12:49 PMIndiana Workers Need More College Money | Indy's News Center - 93.1 WIBC Indianapolis - Live. Local. First.

Page 2 of 2http://www.wibc.com/news/Story.aspx?ID=1121691

Home Contact Us Advertise With Us Privacy Policy
Terms of Use Copyright Policy Jobs EEO

Copyright © 2009 Emmis Interactive. All rights reserved.

http://www.wibc.com/station/copyright.aspx
http://www.wibc.com/station/contactus.aspx
http://www.wibc.com/station/terms.aspx
http://www.wibc.com/station/privacy.aspx
mailto:ewunnenberg@indy.emmis.com
http://www.wibc.com/Other/EmmisIndianapolisIN20082009locked.pdf
http://tbe.taleo.net/NA1/ats/careers/jobSearch.jsp?org=EMMIS&cws=1
http://www.wibc.com/
http://emmisinteractive.com/

