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Indiana TANF Grant Has not Increased to Meet

the Growing Cost of Basic Needs

Cash assistance benefits have far less purchasing power than in 1988, as the cost of basic
items have increased and benefits have lost more than half of their value to inflation
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How has the cost of personal care and household items changed since 1988?
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TANF 2021 dollars $288
(inflation-adjusted)
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Infant diapers $24.99 A
66 count box $9.99
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Toilet paper $5.98 ~
6 rolls
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Laundry detergent $6.72 ®
42 oz
$1.99 ol 2 3 8° %
1983 2021 0
Shampoo $2.98 ~
15 oz. $0.69 l
1988 2021 3 3 20/0
Children's decongestant $6.79
24 count $2.99

wm 127%
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And here’s a look at transportation costs...

Regular gasoline $2.80
*0 |
ne gallon $0.90
1988 2021
Engine oil $4.24
One quart
$0.57
1988 2021

Indiana legislators should support SB 233 which would restore benefits to their value in 1996
and would tie benefits to the Social Security Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) to prevent future
value loss to inflation

..........................................................................................................................................

For more information contact:
Jessica Fraser, jfraser@incap.org, 317.638.4232 Indiana Institute for Working Families.

facebook.com/IN.Institute @INInstitute iiwf.blogspot.com

*1988 price based on annual national average

Sources: Infant diapers, The Indianapolis Star (Feb. 17, 1988), meijer.com (2021); Toilet paper, The Indianapolis Star (Feb. 17, 1988); walmart.com
(2021); Laundry detergent, The Indianapolis Star (Feb. 17, 1988); walmart.com (2021); Shampoo, The Indianapolis Star (Feb. 17, 1988); walmart.com
(2021): Children's decongestan, Laundry detergent, The Indianapolis Star (Feb. 17, 1988); walgreens.com (2021); Gasoline, energy.gov (2021);
gasprices.aa.gov (2021) Engine oil, The Indianapolis Star (Feb. 14, 1988), walmart.com (2021).
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